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The BPDA Research Division strives to understand the current environment of the city to produce quality research and targeted information that will inform and benefit the residents and

businesses of Boston. The Division conducts research on Boston’s economy, population, and commercial markets for all departments of the BPDA, the City of Boston, and related organizations.
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Noncitizens may be lawful permanent residents or have
nonimmigrant status such as student or work visas

Lawful Permanent Residents (LPR), commonly known as green card holders, are noncitizens who are
lawfully authorized to permanently live and work in the United States. Eligibility differs depending on
family status, work, refugee or asylee status.

BPDA Research Division estimates that approximately 40,000 Boston residents have lawful
permanent resident status.
- Other noncitizens may have:

- Nonimmigrant visas, such as time-limited student or work visas

- Refugee or asylee status

- Temporary Protected Status (TPS)

- Some other status or pseudo-status, such as DACA

- No immigration status
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Neighborhood Count | Share
East Boston 16,136 34%
Chinatown 1,247 29%
Allston 5,858 25%
Fenway 7,085 21%
West End 1,211 18%
Back Bay 2,957 16%
Mission Hill 2,577 16%
Downtown 1,908 15%
Dorchester 18,855 15%
\ELETE] 3,750 14%
Brighton 6,913 14%
South Boston Waterfront 502 12%
Roxbury 6,130 12%
Longwood 573 10%
South End 3,179 10%
Hyde Park 3,848 10%
Roslindale 3,193 10%
- Jamaica Plain 4,031 9%
. E— Beacon Hill 752 8%
Noncitizen Population West Roxbury 2561 3%
Number of Individuals Charlestown 1,429 7%
L]0-191 North End 647 6%
i South Boston 1,842 5%

I 467 - 819

|| I 820 - 1439
| 1440 - 3271

Noncitizens by Boston Neighborhood

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2016-2020 American Community Survey,
BPDA Research Division Analysis

Source: IPUMS NHIGlsj University of Minnesota, www.nhgis.org |
BPDA Research Division Analysis 0 075 15 [ 3




28% of Boston residents are foreign born. Noncitizens have contributed
to Boston’s population growth since 1980

Boston Population by Citizenship Status, 1970-2020

800,000
700,000
600,000
500,000
400,000

8
300,000

200,000

100,000

9
_4

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

B Noncitizen M Naturalized Citizen = Native Born

Source: 1970, 1980, 1990, & 2000 Decennial Census; 2006-2010 & 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



In 2020, there were approximately 97,000 noncitizens in Boston,
making up 14% of city’s total population

Noncitizen Population in Boston
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Source: 1970, 1980, 1990, & 2000 Decennial Census; 2006-2010 & 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



The top countries of origin for noncitizen adults in Boston are
China, Dominican Republic, and El Salvador

Top Countries of Origin for Noncitizens in Boston
14,000

12,000 11.733

10,000 9,033
8,000 7,099
6,535
6,000 5303 156
4,000 3,288 3,278
2,704 2324
El

China Dominican Haiti India Colombia Cabo Brazil Jamaica Vietnam
Republic Salvador Verde

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



The naturalization process can take many years:

71,000 noncitizens living in Boston (77%) have been U.S. residents
for 5+ years

Residence in the United States for Adult Noncitizens in Boston

30,000 27,773

25,000 23023
21,624
20,000
15,000
11,086
10,000
5,499
5,000
- - T

Lessthan5 5to 9 years 101t 19 2010.29 30to 39 40to 49 Over 50
years years years years years years

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Regardless of lawful permanent resident status or length of time living in the
U.S., noncitizens lack the right to vote in federal, state, and local elections;
almost 93,000 Boston residents are noncitizens aged 18+ who are currently
disenfranchised

Age of the Noncitizen Population
35,000

29,187

30,000

25,000

21,225

20,000 18,492

16,155

15,000

10,000 6,612

7,671

65+

under 18 18 to 24 25to 34 35to 44 45 to 64

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis
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Many noncitizens come to Boston to attend college or university:
~21,000 college/university students living in Boston are not U.S.

citizens

School Enroliment for Adult Noncitizens in Boston
14,000

12,000 11,507

9,558

10,000
8,000
6.000
4.000

I 1,134

a ——

High School Undergraduate Graduate or Professional School

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Many noncitizens in Boston already have higher levels of
educational attainment: ~35,000 Boston residents with Bachelor’s or
graduate/professional degrees are not U.S. citizens

Educational Attainment for Adult Noncitizens in Boston

25,000
21,244
20,000 L
. 17,281
14,578
15,000
9,634
10,000 7,628
5,000 2 797 I
Less than  High school Some college Associate's Bachelor's Master's  Professional
high school or degree degree degree or
equivalence Doctorate's

degree

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Noncitizens make up a significant portion of Boston's workforce:
~57,000 (9.7%) Boston resident workers are noncitizens

Employment Status of Adult Noncitizens in Boston
45,000

40,000 38,126

35,000

30,714

30,000

25,000

19,321

20,000

15,000

10,000

4,569

5,000

Unemployed Employed Part-time  Employed Fulltime Not in labor force

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Noncitizen workers make up half of food preparation workers and
a third of physical scientists living in Boston

Occupations with Higher Shares of Noncitizen Workers

Food Preparation Workers I 49.6%
Cooks I 4 3.2 %
Automotive Body And Related Repairers I 16.4%
Avionics Technicians I 41.6%
Construction Laborers I———— 39.4%
Physical Scientists, All Other I 32.5%
Waiters And Waitresses I 05 1%
Physical Therapists GGG 25 0%
Software Developers I 03.4%
Cashiers I 21.2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Approximately 4,500 Boston businesses are owned by noncitizens

Class of Worker for Adult Noncitizens in Boston

Self-Employed in incorporated business I 1,368
Self-Employed in non-incorporated business - 3,118

Government Employee . 2,918

Employee Non-profit _ 9,247

5 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,000 45,000 50,000

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis
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Noncitizens have a significant impact on Boston's economy:

Support an
additional Gegﬁlriitrel gfz'g Pay $161 Pay $56
24,000 jobs Boston's Gross million in million in
through City Product Massachusetts Massachusetts
consumer (GCP) Income taxes sales taxes
demand

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2016-2020 American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS), Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Regional
Economic Models, Inc. (REMI), BPDA Research Division Analysis



16,800 Boston homeowners are not U.S. citizens

Household Status of Adult Noncitizens in Boston
80,000

70.604

70,000
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Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Noncitizen homeowners in Boston pay an estimated $27,876,000 in
property taxes to the City annually, but have no representation in
allocation of these funds

Household Real Estate Taxes Paid by Noncitizen Homeowners
2,500

2,000 1.905
1,570

1,500
1,000
683 691
561
: . . .

Less than $1,000 $1,000 to $1,999 $2,000 to $3,999 $4,000 to $9,999 More than
$10,000

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



04

h boston planning &
4 development agency



24,000 noncitizens living in Boston are married;
41% of married noncitizens are married to a U.S. citizen

Citizenship Status of Persons Married to Noncitizens
16,000

14,256

14,000

12,000

10,000

8,000

5,868

6,000

4,079

4,000

2,000

Native-born citizens U.S. citizen by naturalization Not a citizen

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



~17,000 adult noncitizens living in Boston have children under the
age of 18 living with them

Noncitizen Parents in Boston by Age of Children under 18
10,000

8,938

9,000
8,000
7,000

6,000

5,057

5,000

4,000

3,212

3,000
2,000

1,000

Less than 6 years 6to 17 years Less than 6 years & 6 to 17
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Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



About 23,000 children in Boston have at least one noncitizen parent;
18,000 of these children are U.S. citizens themselves

Citizenship Status of Children with at Least One Noncitizen Parent
20,000

18,012

18,000
16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000

8,000

6,000

5,072

4,000

2,000

Citizens Not a citizen

Source: 2016-2020 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



