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Definitions and Measurements



Presentation uses the term "American Indian" because the 
data come from the US Census which uses that terminology

American Indian - A person having origins in any of 
the original peoples of North and South America 
(including Central America), and who maintains 
tribal affiliation or community attachment. 

American Indian alone - Census respondent selected only 
one race and the person identified American Indian or Alaska 
Native
American Indian in combination - Census respondent 
selected at least one race category including some other race 
in addition to American Indian or Alaska Native
American Indian alone or in combination - These two 
categories are summed

Federal Government 
definition used by U.S. Census 

Bureau

Note: Full US Census terminology is "American Indian or Alaska Native". We use "American Indian" for brevity and 
because Massachusetts does not have a significant Alaska Native population. 
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2020 Census and the growing American 
Indian population



In the 2020 Census, 9.7 million US residents 
identified themselves as American Indian



94,000 Massachusetts residents, 1.3% of the 
population, identify themselves as American Indian



The American Indian population of Massachusetts 
grew by ~43,000 people from 2010 to 2020

Source: 2010 & 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis



The Massachusetts multi-racial American Indian 
population grew by 120% from 2010 to 2020

Source: 2010 & 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis



Possible explanations for population growth:

● Natural Change: Births minus Deaths
● Domestic Migration
● International Migration
● Cultural Change
● Technological or Methodological Change



Natural change increased the American Indian alone 
population by less than 1,000 people over the decade

Source: 2010-2021 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. National Vital Statistics System



Domestic out migration reduced the American Indian 
population by ~4,500 persons over the last decade

Source 2010-2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



The share of American Indians born in another country 
has increased through international migration

Source: 2012 & 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



The increasing foreign-born share suggests that international immigration 
is driving population growth among the “American Indian alone” 

Source: 2012 & 2022 American Community Survey, BPDA Research Division Analysis



25% of foreign-born American Indians in 
Massachusetts come from Guatemala

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



International migration from Latin America has 
increased the Hispanic American Indian population

Source: 2010 & 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis



Most American Indians currently living in Massachusetts 
are affiliated with tribes from other areas

Source: 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis



Historical 
Ancestral 
Homelands



Other possible explanations for population 
growth cannot be proved with available data:

Cultural changes could increase likelihood of identifying as 
American Indian

Technological changes such DNA testing could identify more 
people with American Indian ancestry

Methodological changes in Census questions could lead to 
more people identifying as American Indian, especially in 
combination with another race



Census Questionnaire in 2020



Possible explanations for population growth:

● Natural Change: Births minus Deaths 
○ yes, small positive effect

● Domestic Migration 
○ no, net loss of population

● International Migration 
○ yes, immigration from Latin America

● Cultural, Technological, or Methodological Change 
○ possible, but embedded in the data
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Characteristics of American Indian Population



American Indians are younger - over 
half are under 35

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Foreign-born American Indians are more 
likely to have less than high school education

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



American Indians work in both 
higher and lower skilled occupations

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Over half of American Indians earn less than $50,000

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



American Indians are less likely to be 
homeowners than others in the state

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Further Resources

https://www.boston.gov/equity-and-inclusion/native-ameri
can-heritage-month

https://www.boston.gov/departments/new-urban-mechani
cs/supporting-indigenous-communities

https://www.boston.gov/equity-and-inclusion/native-american-heritage-month
https://www.boston.gov/equity-and-inclusion/native-american-heritage-month
https://www.boston.gov/departments/new-urban-mechanics/supporting-indigenous-communities
https://www.boston.gov/departments/new-urban-mechanics/supporting-indigenous-communities

