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Presentation uses the term "American Indian" because the
data come from the US Census which uses that terminology

American Indian - A person having origins in any of
Federal Government . . .
definition used by U.s. census | LN€ Original peoples of North and South America
Bureau (including Central America), and who maintains

tribal affiliation or community attachment.

American Indian alone - Census respondent selected only
one race and the person identified American Indian or Alaska
Native

American Indian in combination - Census respondent
selected at least one race category including some other race
in addition to American Indian or Alaska Native

Ameriqan Indian alone or in combination - These two
categories are summed

Note: Full US Census terminology is "American Indian or Alaska Native". We use "American Indian" for brevity and
because Massachusetts does not have a significant Alaska Native population.
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2020 Census and the growing American
Indian population
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In the 2020 Census, 9.7 million US residents
identified themselves as American Indian

N
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94,000 Massachusetts residents, 1.3% of the
population, identify themselves as American Indian

/ Percent of Population Identifying as
American Indian or Alaska Native,
alone or in combination

[ 10.00% - 0.70%
[10.71% - 1.29%
[71.30% - 1.89%
B 1.90% - 2.49%
B 2.50% - 4.54%

[ T— \lileS
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The American Indian population of Massachusetts
grew by ~43,000 people from 2010 to 2020

American Indian Population in Massachusetts

70,022

31,855
24,018
B -
American Indian and Alaska Native alone American Indian and Alaska Native in combination

with one or more other races

N 2010 w2020

Source: 2010 & 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis



The Massachusetts multi-racial American Indian
population grew by 120% from 2010 to 2020

Massachusetts Population Change 2010-2020

American Indian and Alaska Native in combination _ 119.8%

American Indian and Alaska Native alone - 27.4%

Total population l 7.4%

Source : 2010 & 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Researc h Division Analysis



Possible explanations for population growth:

Natural Change: Births minus Deaths
Domestic Migration

nternational Migration

Cultural Change

Technological or Methodological Change




Natural change increased the American Indian alone
population by less than 1,000 people over the decade

American Indian alone Natural Change in Massachusetts

118

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Source: 2010-2021 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. National Vital Statistics System



Domestic out migration reduced the American Indian
population by ~4,500 persons over the last decade

Net Domestic Migration of American Indian alone or in combination in
Massachusetts

w0 s e .
[ [

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Source 2010-2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



The share of American Indians born in another country
has increased through international migration

Place of Birth of American Indian alone or in combination

62.7%
24.5% 24.5% 24.5%

51.0%
l . B

Massachusetts Other State Other Country

W 2012 W 2022

Source: 2012 & 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



The increasing foreign-born share suggests that international immigration
is driving population growth among the “American Indian alone”

Foreign-Born Share of American Indian Population in Massachusetts

40.1%

22.1%

15.9%

7.1%

American Indian alone American Indian in Combination

W 2012 w2022

Source: 2012 & 2022 American Community Survey, BPDA Research Division Analysis



25% of foreign-born American Indians in

Massachusetts come from Guatemala

Top 5 Countries of Birth for Foreign-Born American Indian alone

61.9%

25.5% 24.7%
18.4%
0,
15 — 12.7%
6.6%
i I
Guatemala Mexico Ecuador El Salvador

M United States W Massachusetts

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis

6.0%
1.9%
— -

Chile



International migration from Latin America has
increased the Hispanic American Indian population

Hispanic American Indians in Massachusetts

60.9%

42.8%

19.5%

13.8%

American Indian alone American Indian in combination

N 2010 W 2020

Source: 2010 & 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Researc h Division Analysis



Most American Indians currently living in Massachusetts
are affiliated with tribes from other areas

American Indian Alone or In Combination by Tribe

Cherokee 7,176
Maya 5,498
Taino 5,199

Blackfeet Tribe I 3 055
Micmac I 2 774
Wampanoag 2,676
Aztec EEEEEEE————— ] 477
Mohawk m———— 1,036
Nipmuc 1,012
Abenaki Nation of Missisquoi T 1,012
Navajo Nation HIEEE——— 327
Sioux EEEE——— 747
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 743
Iroquois N 6386
Choctaw mmm 634 .
Chippewa mmm 579
Inca W 528
Penobscot Nation mmmm 519
Narragansett Indian Tribe m—m 457
Salvadoran Indian msssm 439

Tribe from Other State

Massachusetts Tribe

Central or South American Tribe

Source: 2020 Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis
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Other possible explanations for population
growth cannot be proved with available data:

Cultural changes could increase likelihood of identifying as
American Indian

Technological changes such DNA testing could identify more
people with American Indian ancestry

Methodological changes in Census questions could lead to

more people identifying as American Indian, especially in
combination with another race



Census Questionnaire in 2020

7. What is this person’s race?
Mark X one or more boxes AND print origins.

White — Print, for example, German, Irish, English, Italian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, etc.

=» NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 6 about Hispanic - . . . 4
e A & 5 & ack or African Am. — Print, for example, African American,
origin and Question 7 about race. For this census, Hispanic Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, efc.
origins are not races.

6. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?

American Indian or Alaska Native — Print name of enrolled or
principal tribe(s), for example, Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe,

No. not of Hispanic Latino. or Spanish origin Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Barrow Inupiat Traditional
¢ o ! Government, Nome Eskimo Community, etc. i

Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

Yes, Puerto Rican Chinese Vietnamese Native Hawaiian
Filipino Korean Samoan
Yes, Cuban .
Asian Indian Japanese Chamorro
Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Print, for Other Asian — Other Pacific Islander —
i 2 Print, for example, Print, for example,
example, Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian, Guatemalan, Pakistani, Cambodian, Tongan, Fijian,
Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc. Hmong, etc. Marshallese, etc.

Some other race — Print race or origin.



Possible explanations for population growth:

e Natural Change: Births minus Deaths
o yes, small positive effect
e Domestic Migration
o no, net loss of population
e International Migration
o yes, immigration from Latin America
e Cultural, Technological, or Methodological Change
o possible, but embedded in the data
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Characteristics of American Indian Population
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American Indians are younger - over
half are under 35

Age Groups
26.5% 26.0%
0, 0,
19.1% o 19.2% 18.0%
S 15.8%
2% 0
10.8% 13.0%
N 10.0% I I 10.0%
under 18 18 to 24 25to 34 35to 44 45 to 64 65+
B American Indian alone or in combination m All Massachusetts

Source: 2022 American Communitv Survev (PUMS). BPDA Research Division Analvsis



Foreign-born American Indians are more
likely to have less than high school education

Educational Attainment (Ages 25+)

46.6%
32.6%
25.9% 25.9%
23.0% 21.7%
15.5%
8.7%
Less than high school High school or Some college Bachelor's or higher

equivalence

B American Indian alone or in combination m All Massachusetts

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



American Indians work in both
higher and lower skilled occupations

Occupational Categories (Ages 16+)

Natural Resources, Construction, & Maintenance
Food Preparation & Serving

Management

Production & Transportation & Material Moving
Office & Administrative Support

Computer Engineering & Science

Sales Related

Healthcare Support, Personal Care & Services
Legal, Community & Social Service, Arts, Design
Education, Training, & Library

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical

Building & Grounds, Cleaning & Maintenance

Business & Financial

13.0%

9.5%

9.2%
I 8.9%
I 8.5%
., 8.2%
I 7.9%
I 7.6%
R .40/
I 6.6%
I 4.5%
I 4.5%

I 4.2%

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



Over half of American Indians earn less than $50,000

Personal Earnings of Employed

31.3%
26.5%
1.4% 2-3%
19.3% 0
18.7% 17.0%
13.2%
11.4%
II 5.4%7i% B
less than $25,000 to $50,000 to $75,000 to $100,000 to More than
$24,999 $49,999 $74,999 $99,999 $124,999 $125,000
B American Indian alone or in combination m All Massachusetts

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Research Division Analysis



American Indians are less likely to be
homeowners than others in the state

Owner Occupied Housing

62.3%

48.6%

B American Indian alone or in combination m All Massachusetts

Source: 2022 American Community Survey (PUMS), BPDA Researc h Division Analysis



Further Resources

https.//www.boston.gov/equity-and-inclusion/native-ameri
can-heritage-month

https.//www.boston.gov/departments/new-urban-mechani
cs/supporting-indigenous-communities



https://www.boston.gov/equity-and-inclusion/native-american-heritage-month
https://www.boston.gov/equity-and-inclusion/native-american-heritage-month
https://www.boston.gov/departments/new-urban-mechanics/supporting-indigenous-communities
https://www.boston.gov/departments/new-urban-mechanics/supporting-indigenous-communities

